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Commemorative Chronicle 
Message from the President 

his is a milestone year for U3A Tauranga as it marks 25 years since its 
inaugural meeting, which was held on 26 May 1995.  To mark this 
auspicious occasion the Executive Committee planned a celebratory 

event, which was to have been held in May.  Unfortunately, this celebration 
had to be postponed due to the the Covid-19 Lockdown.  However, we are 
now planning for this special occasion to be recognised on Friday 20 
November combined with the Election General Meeting. 

Fortunately we are still able to secure our original guest speaker, Mike 
Allsop.  Mike is a sought-after quality speaker and he is a noted 
mountaineer, adventurer, author, fund-raiser and key-note motivational 

speaker.  The event will also include musical entertainment, a brief history of U3A (both in 
narrative and photographic formats) and a delicious morning tea. 

Thanks to the inspiration of some members of our 
community, an initial meeting to bring people 
together to introduce a U3A to Tauranga was held 
on 17 March 1995 at St Enoch’s Church.  Pam and 
Roy Hayward advertised the meeting in the Bay of 
Plenty Times and Dr Joy Drayton, Past Chancellor of 
Waikato University was the guest speaker. 

The first meeting of U3A Tauranga was held on 
26 May 1995 and Roy Hayward was the first 
President.  There were 25 members and four 
groups and the subscription was $25.  It is 
heartening to know that our subscription is 
probably one of the few things in life that hasn’t 
increased with inflation! 

The following poem was written by Juliet Rice 10 
months after the initial meeting and it indicates that by this stage membership had grown 
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to 63 and there was some disquiet about the “high” subscription.  The poem was written for 
the Creative Writing Group, convened by Jim Carruthers. 
 

U3A December 1995 

It all began 10 months ago, 
Roy, Pam and Sylvia had a plan. 
They called a meeting at the Trust 
For any people fifty plus, 
To come and listen and have their say,  
Regarding a Tauranga U3A. 

Twenty people came along 
And most of them were very keen. 
Sylvia talked about the groups, 
Explaining how to set them up. 
Roy then called for willing folks 
To volunteer to join the team, 
To form the first Committee. 

For several minutes all was quiet, 
None were very quick to offer, 
And then Marie willingly 
Agreed to be the Secretary. 
Jean came forward, said she’d held 
A few more hands and Roy had found 
A team of six, 
To get this project off the ground. 

Then meetings followed at Marie’s 
With much debate and cups of tea. 
Plans were made and problems sorted. 
Then U3A was soon reported 
To the press and in our leaflets, 
We delivered round the district. 

Time arrived for public meeting. 
We had booked St Enoch’s Hall. 
All Committee were there early. 
Such excitement for us all. 
So organised we were that day 

And warm sun shone throughout the Bay. 
The hall soon filled with curious people 
Come to hear of U3A. 

Mrs Drayton was our speaker. 
She encouraged and explained 
That U3A would keep the mind 
More active for a longer time, 
And then the argumentative paid 
Upset the apple cart somewhat 
They said subscription fees were steep, 
And ranted on in quite a state. 

Several people left the hall, 
Said they did not come for discord. 
We felt bad but were resigned 
To setbacks happening at times. 
When meeting over we relaxed. 
Many gave us their support. 
So, we decided come what may, 
We would establish U3A. 

Just ten months on we’re satisfied. 
Many groups are much enjoyed. 
Similar interests bring together, 
People glad to meet each other, 
Yoga, music, history, walking, 
The groups are most accommodating. 

Now members number sixty-three, 
We need more help on the Committee. 
Simple tasks, two hours a month. 
A few ideas, you won’t get paid, 
Just great enjoyment all the way. 
Please come and help your U3A. 

By Juliet Rice 
Foundation Member

 

Two newspaper articles displayed on the following page show the rapid rise in membership.  
The first was written just over one year since the inaugural meeting and by this time 
membership had grown to 103, with “Chairman” Roy Hayward predicting that the 
membership would double over the next 12 months.  The second article as written just before 
the 3rd birthday and shows that membership had grown to 134 with 17 “study” groups.  
Subscriptions had decreased to $20 with $30 for couples!  Today we have approximately 950 
members and 100 groups, which cater for a wide variety of interests. 
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Past Celebrations 
In 2002 U3A Tauranga hosted a conference with the theme “Pacific Paradise in the 21st 
Century”.  Dr Alistair Pringle was a guest speaker and his subject was, “Work, Leisure, the 
Growing Gap between Rich and Poor” and delegates also learned about global warming, 
moving tectonic plates, disappearing islands and much more. It would be interesting to know 
what, if anything, has improved in the subsequent 18 years! 

  

 

 

 

   

A twenty year anniversary celebration was held in 2015 and Sir Ron  

Avery was the guest speaker.  Attendees were also treated to musical 
items, and a school debate.  Founding members, Betty Clethero, Juliet 
Rice and Marie Frendrup cut the cake. 
 

 

 

  

Cutting the cake Scrabble Group  

Conference 2002 - Pacific Paradise in the 21st Century 

Sir Ron Avery (left) 



5 | P a g e  

 

 

 

School Debating Team Lunch 

 

Founding Members 
e are extremely fortunate that we still have four founding members with us, Betty 
Clethero, Marie Frendrup, Juliet Rice and Jim Carruthers were all members of the 
Steering Committee.  All, except Juliet are still very active members of U3A. 

Betty Clethero first joined U3A in Australia and when she came to New 
Zealand in the early 1990s she was aghast to learn that there wasn’t a 
U3A here.  So she was delighted when she saw Roy Hayward’s notice 
in the paper when he was initially trying to start up U3A in Katikati.  So 
while there wasn’t any interest in Katikati, Betty immediately joined 
the Steering Committee to get U3A established in Tauranga.  

 Betty was the first Newsletter Editor and she says it was quite a 
mission to get the monthly publication typed up, copied, folded into 

envelopes and mailed out to members. Betty at aged 90 is still an active member of U3A and 
she is also the Convener of the Apple Mac Group.  She says that while in the early days she 
knew everyone, she is very happy that today there are so many groups to choose from in our 
now much larger organisation. 

 

Marie Frendrup remembers the fun that was had when the Steering 
Committee was meeting.  Her house was in a central location so the 
members often met at her place and she remembers there being lots 
of cups of tea!  Once the organisation was set up it was initially a bit 
slow to get people to attend meetings as there was a similar 
organisation in Tauranga and many people had preconceived ideas 
about what the new U3A was about.  Marie feels the large size of U3A 
now has advantages and disadvantges.  For example, it is now a little 

bit more impersonal not knowing everybody by name and there aren’t the same 

W 
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opportunities for exciting events such as dances.  However, she enjoys the variety of groups 
and admires the knowledge of volunteers who offer their homes and act as Conveners. 

 

Juliet Rice was actively involved with U3A right up to the beginning of 
this year, but as she no longer drives, she finds it too difficult to get 
out to groups.  However, she says that U3A was the most wonderful 
time of her life and that belonging to such a fun and interesting 
organisation made her retirement years very enjoyable.   

She met lots of people and made many friends. She remembers the 
weekly meetings the Steering Committee had in order to get U3A 
established.  Sylvia Arcus from Takapuna U3A met with the Committee 

to explain how the organisation is set up.  Initially it was slow to get groups established, but 
gradually people who were enthusiastic about their pet interest or interests slowly got several 
groups established.  Creative Writing and Walking were two of the first groups. 

 

Jim Carruthers is still an active member of U3A. His memories of the 
Steering Committee are of the enthusiasm of the members.  It was a 
lot of hard work, but he was thrilled that just a little notice in the local 
paper was enough to attract enough interest to get the organisation 
started. 

When asked what kept Jim belonging to U3A for 25 years, he replied 
that it suited his interests and he liked what U3A was all about.  
Previously he had given talks to various groups such as Probus and he 

was very excited about the formation of U3A Tauranga.  Jim has been the Convener of three 
groups over the years and he is currently a member of Current Events B.  He is delighted that 
from such small beginnings U3A has become so popular with approximately 900 members 
today. 

 

25th Anniversary Sub-Committee 
I would like to thank the members of the 25th Anniversay Sub-Committee (Anne Withy, Jean 

Garmonsway, Jan Holden, Elizabeth Reeves, Kit Divehall and Raewyn Gallagher) for the time 

and effort they have put into organising, not once, but twice, a celebratory event.  I would 

also like to thank Jan Holden for compiling this special edition of the newsletter and Paul 

and Elizabeth Chapman for proofreading. 

 

I hope you can join us on the day. I look forward to seeing you there. As numbers are 
limited please RSVP by 6 November to presidentu3atauranga@gmail.com. 

 

Jean Garmonsway 
President 
 

mailto:presidentu3atauranga@gmail.com
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Yoga Group 2003 

Walking Group Matakana Island 2000 

Travel Group picnic McLaren Falls 
2000 

Mid-year function 1997 Mid-year dance 1998 

Café Book Lovers 1 Group 2016 

Singing for Joy Group 2018 

Cinderella Pantomime 1997 

Travel Group visit to Napier 1999 

Science Group 2017 



8 | P a g e  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
OMG (Oceanside Music Group) formed 2020 

A 25th Anniversary Celebration 

combined with the Election General Meeting 

will be held on 

Friday 20 November 2020 

9.45 am to 12.45 pm 

at 

Tauranga Yacht & Powerboat Club 

Sulphur Point, Tauranga 

Entry: $10.00 per person 

Entertainment, History, Photograpic Display, Morning Tea 

Guest Speaker: Mike Allsop (adventurer, author, mountaineer, 

fund-raiser, key-note speaker) 

As numbers are limited RSVP is essential. 

RSVP: by 6 November to presidentu3atauranga@gmail.com 
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